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November 2018 Early Elementary Literacy
Help your child develop literacy skills and Grow Up ReadingTM. Enjoy a fun family activity each day that helps teach important skills for reading success.

SUNDAY

TUESDAY

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

1

Fluency
Write the sight words
using glitter glue.
(See the back for
sight words.)

4 Vocabulary
Take turns choosing a
“word of the week”.
Use the word often
throughout the week.

11

Fluency

Visit the Main Library
for our Read to a Dog
program. 1-3pm

18

Fluency

Play a game of Sight
Word Bean Bag Toss.
(See the back for
more details.)

25

Fluency

Visit the Main Library
for our Read to a Dog
program. 1-3 PM.

5 Comprehension 6
Read a book together.
Write a letter to the
author about your favorite
part of the book.

12

Phonemic
Awareness

Put 5 items into a bag.
Take turns pulling an
item out and naming
words that rhyme with
that item.

19

Phonemic
Awareness

Make up silly sentences
using words that begin
with the same sound.

26

Fluency

Write out the sight words
on a balloon. Toss the
balloon back and forth
and read the word that's
on top when you catch it.

Fluency

Play a game of Tic-Tac-Toe
using a sight word in each
square. Players should
read the word before
placing an “x” or “o”.

13

Fluency

Visit the library and
choose a book using
the “Five Finger Test”.
(See the back for
more details.)

20

Fluency

Check out a cookbook.
Take turns reading the
directions while you
create a special dish
together.

7

Hold a piece of Silly Putty
with both hands. Say a word
and stretch the Silly Putty for
each sound in the word.
(Example: “chair” ch-ai-r)

14 Vocabulary
Create a list of homonyms
together. Examples:
pale-pail, rain-reign. Make
up silly sentences using
both versions of the word.

21

Phonemic
Awareness

Write out the sight words
on a large sheet of paper.
Roll a toy car over the
words while sounding
them out.

27 Comprehension 28
Check out an information
book. Before reading it
discuss what you would
like to learn about that
topic.

Phonemic
Awareness

Phonics

Have a “vowel scavenger
hunt”. (See the back for
more information.)

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

Vocabulary

3 Comprehension

Take turns acting out
vocabulary words and
having the other person
guess the word. (See the
back for vocabulary words.)

Before reading a new
book together look at
the cover and make
predictions about the
story.

THURSDAY

8

Phonics
Play Letter Blend
Hopscotch.
(See the back for an
explanation.)

15

Fluency

Play Sight Word Bingo.
(See the back for more
details.)

22

Fluency

Read poems about
Thanksgiving with your
family

29

Phonemic
Awareness

2

9

Fluency

Go through a newspaper
or magazine article
together and search for
sight words, then
highlight them.

16

Phonics

Spread cornmeal onto a
baking sheet. Write out
the sight words in the
cornmeal with your finger
while sounding them out.

23 Vocabulary
Take a walk through your
neighborhood. See how
many items you can name
that start with the letter “C”.

30 Comprehension

Read a book together.
Think of a short word
such as "fox". Take turns How would you feel if you
changing one letter sound were the main character?
to make new words.
(Example: box, lox, socks)

10

Phonemic
Awareness

Take turns with one
person saying a word
and the other hopping
once for each sound.
(Example: “chair” ch-ai-r)

17 Comprehension
Read a book together.
Discuss the setting of the
story. Is this a place you
would like to visit?

24

Fluency

Check out a joke book
and have every family
member read a joke
out loud.

Books to read this month:
Pete the Cat’s Groovy Bake Sale by James Dean
Pumpkins by Erika L. Shores
Vivid: Poems and Notes About Color by Julie Paschkis
Splat the Cat Sings Flat by Rob Scotton
The Cookie Fiasco by Mo Willems
Animals in the Fall by Gail Sunders-Smith

Sight Words for November: Sight Word Bingo:
Again, Any, At, Brown, Black,
Pretty, Round, Thank, They, Walk,
Want, White
For additional sight words, contact your
child’s teacher or visit this website:
www.sightwords.com/sight-words/dolch

Both players should write out nine of the sight
about before house
words on sticky notes, one word per note.
Players then arrange their sticky notes on a
flat surface. Players can take turns reading a people yours going
sight word from the list, while both players
place markers on their sticky notes when that which could jump
that word is called.

Five Finger Test
This test is a great way to choose books that are at the right reading level.
Ask your child to read any page from one of the books in our Easy Reader collection.
Have them put up a finger for every word that they have a difficult time reading.
Use this guide to decide if the book is a good fit:
0-1 Finger — This book is too easy. Choose a book at the next level.
2-3 Fingers — This book should be just right. Choose more books at this reading level.
4 Fingers — The book will be challenging.
5 Fingers — The book is too difficult. Choose a book at a lower level.

Elements of Reading:
Phonics – The relationship between letters and the individual sounds
in spoken language.

Phonemic Awareness – Phonemes are the smallest units which

make up spoken language. Phonemic awareness refers
to a person’s ability to manipulate phonemes in syllables
and words.
Fluency – The ability to read with appropriate speed, accuracy, and
proper expression.
Vocabulary – Students with a strong vocabulary have an easier time
understanding what they are reading.
Comprehension – The ability of a person to understand what
s/he is reading.

Prepare a set of 3 x 5 cards with the sight words. Place
the cards in a square on the floor. Take turns tossing a
bean bag onto the cards. Players should read the word
on the card that their bean bag lands on.

Letter Blend Hopscotch:
Create a hopscotch board with sidewalk chalk. Put a
letter blend into each square. (ch, sh, st, wh, tion, th,
ee, ing, str) As you jump onto a square sound out the
letter blend.

Early Elementary Literacy Calendar developed by the West Bloomfield Township Public Library
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for libraries.

Vowel Scavenger Hunt

Sight Word Bean Bag Toss:

MAIN LIBRARY
4600 Walnut Lake Road
(248) 232-2250
Fax: (248) 232-2251
TTD (248) 232-2292
Email: wbyouth@wblib.org
Text: (248) 648-3368

Prepare a set of 3 x 5 cards with vowels:

a, e, i, o, u

Have your child pick a card. Read the sound together.
Give your child a bag and ask her to find three objects in
your house that begin with that sound.

Vocabulary Words for November:
Bounce, Cheer, Collect, Famous, Float
For additional words, contact your child’s teacher or visit
this website: www.vocabulary.com/lists/172808

WESTACRES BRANCH
7321 Commerce Road
(248) 363-4022
Fax: (248) 363-7243
ONLINE LIBRARY
Open 24 hours every day
www.westbloomfieldlibrary.org

HOURS OF SERVICE:
Monday-Thursday
Friday & Saturday

9 AM – 9 PM
9 AM – 6 PM

Sunday (Main)
(School year) Noon – 8 PM
(Summer)
Noon – 5 PM
Sunday (Westacres)
(Year round) Noon – 5 PM

